
S E N I O R I T Y 
Seniority rights are perhaps one 
of the most important, and cov-
eted education employee rights 
in WV State Law. 

Prior to seniority laws, superin-
tendents could hire and lay off at 
their own discretion. This trans-
lated into nepotism and cronyism 
in some counties, where jobs 
were promised and granted to 
family members or political allies, 
at the expense of more qualified 
candidates. 

Why is this relevant now?  Many 
of our younger members don’t 
remember the fight for long-ago 
earned rights like seniority. After 

the past few years of legislative 
attacks on public education, it’s 
more critical than ever to know 
exactly just how far we’ve come 
and unfortunately, the dangerous 
territory we could be heading 
toward. 

That’s why it’s more important 
than ever to stand together as 
professionals and fight for our 
rights and what’s best for our stu-
dents. A strong union starts with 
strong membership. 

Join AFT-WV now; we are 
stronger when we are together.  
Become a member at www.
aftwv.org.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?
S E N I O R I T Y FA C T S

- F o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  s e n i o r i t y  i s 
a  p r i m a r y  f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n -
i n g  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  f o r c e  ( R I F ) .

- F o r  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l , 
s e n i o r i t y  i s  t h e  d e c i d i n g  f a c -
t o r  i n  h i r i n g   d e c i s i o n s  a n d 
l a y o f f s . 

- S e n i o r i t y  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  c o m p o -
n e n t  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  n e p o t i s m 
a n d  u n f a i r n e s s  i n  h i r i n g  p r a c -
t i c e s .

-S e n i o r i t y  w a s  n o t  “ g i v e n ”  t o 
e m p l o y e e s ;  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s e r -
v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  f o u g h t  l o n g 
a n d  h a r d  f o r  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n , 
w i t h  s e g m e n t s  f i n a l l y  p a s s e d 
i n t o  s t a t e  l a w  d u r i n g  i n  t h e 
1 9 8 0 s  a n d  9 0 s . 
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What’s at stake? 
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